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less formidable scourge of piracy.1  When the Arabs estab-
lished themselves in Crete, even cities as large as Salonica
were sacked.
The Greek Church has placed in the first rank of the
evils that it prays Heaven to avert from the faithful pesti-
lence and famine (loimos and limos). This conjunction of
words is not due to a mere love of alliteration. Both evils
were equally formidable and constantly menaced the popula-
tion of the Empire. One can appreciate the extent of their
ravages by a single instance: in the reign of Constantine V
the pestilence so greatly reduced the population of Constan-
tinople that the Emperor did not hesitate to fill up the gap
by a forcible settlement in the capital of folk from several
provinces, chiefly from the Peloponnesus. The pestilence
of a.d. 746-7 was, in point of fact, the most terrible epidemic
known to medieval Hellenism, but there were many others.
Similarly, famines, general or local, were frequent,
'Celibacy', says St. Jerome, 'populates Heaven.' This is
beyond dispute. But it does not populate our earth, espe-
cially when practised on so vast a scale as it was in the Byzan-
tine Empire. The attraction exercised by the monasteries
upon all classes of society, from the members of the imperial
family down to the lowliest peasant, was indescribable.
Undoubtedly the reaction against this evil contributed not a
little to the Iconoclast movement. But the persecutions of
the monks under the Isaurian and Amorian dynasties were
of small effect. Even before the restoration of icon-worship
the Lives of the Saints give examples of whole families
embracing the monastic life. And later on, the enormous
growth in wealth of the monasteries added material tempta-
tions to the hope of celestial rewards.
The population of the Empire would, indeed, have
suffered a very large reduction, if a series of circumstances
had not diminished the effects of the factors which we have
just enumerated, and if a series of favourable factors had not
in turn played their part in counteracting these effects. Thus
for many centuries the 'themes'—the frontier provinces—
1 So widespread was this evil that a tariff of ransoms was established (of. Th.
Reinach, Un contrat de manage du temps de Basils le Bulgaroctotie, Melanges
Schlumberger, Paris, 1924, vol. i, pp. 118-32).

